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the amulets of the west coast called 'fetiches.' Behold pages of 
description and explanation of their use and significance poured in. 
That was evidence that my desire was justified. . . . 

" It seems as if the problem of African philosophy, or, for aught 
I care, religion, had been so worked over as to be worn out and a 
bore. Yet the many tomes on fetichism and African religion have 
brought forth not much more than clever views, — hardly ethnological. 

"It now begins to dawn, and the light shows very remarkable and 
unexpected phenomena. We can only attain clearness if in Africa 
too inquiry is directed along the new lines. It is an aim of this 
work to urge on this process. It will be and can be only a pleasure 
if students and ethnologists tear up the book and discover faults and 
mistakes; up and forward! The ethnological part will be justified 
if it only offers inducement to zealous cooperation and energetic 
progress." Charles Peabody. 

Ancient Crania from the Valley of the Rhone. — Dr. Pittard J 
has published a summary of his investigations upon a large series of 
ancient Valaisian crania. After an exhaustive comparison of the 
crania of the two sexes he reaches the following conclusions : 

i. In the auricular angles the female skull surpasses the male by 
the absolute size of the frontal angle, by the size of the two occipi- 
tal angles — cerebral as well as cerebellar. 

2. In the curves the various segments of the skull are larger in 
the male. 

3. The weight of the male skull is absolutely greater, as is also 
the cranial capacity ; but relatively the female skull has greater 
capacity in proportion to its weight. 

4. In relation to their total horizontal circumference the female 
skulls have a greater capacity than the male. 

5. The principal cerebral diameters are better developed in 
proportion to the cranial capacity in the female skulls. 

6. The frontal breadth is greater relatively to the facial breadth 
in the females. 

7. On the other hand, the parietal region is less developed in the 
female skull if compared with the horizontal circumference and the 
true cerebral curve. 

8. In the female skull the frontal is more vertical, the nasal 
aperture is larger, and the orbits higher. 

1 Pittard, Eugene. Quelques Comparaisons Sexuelles du CrSnes Anciens de 
la Vallee du Rhone, U Anthropologic, tome ix, No. 2. 
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9. It is by the frontal breadth and in a lesser degree by the 
maximum transverse breadth that the female skull approaches most 
closely to the male ; it is farthest from the male skull in the basal 
region and in the face ; the forehead is larger relatively to the face 
than among the male skulls. 

" In conclusion, the above researches, incomplete as they are, 
demonstrate that the female skull has, in relation to the male cra- 
nium, a frontal type, as has been shown already by M. Manouvrier, 
and that the cranial capacity is relatively greater." . It is to be 
remembered that these results were obtained from the study of a 
brachycephalic series of crania. 

Notes. ■ — Dr. R. Verneau (I? Anthropologic, Tome IX, p. 2) figures 
and describes a new instrument for measuring cranial angles and 
diameters. The advantages claimed by the inventor for this new 
apparatus are that : 

1. It renders measurements comparable by always securing the 
parts in the same relative position. 

2. The projections can be quickly measured which heretofore 
have been obtained by geometric drawings. 

3. Both vertical and horizontal projections can be taken at the 
same time. 

4. All the dihedral angles relating to one horizontal plane can be 
directly measured. 

We have received reprints of two papers by Mr. James Mooney 
of interest to ethnologists and students of American history. " The 
Cherokee River Cult " was published in the Journal of American 
Folklore, Vol. XIII. The peculiarly sacred character of the flowing 
stream to the primitive mind is explained, and a number of formulas 
used by the native priests when invoking the aid of the river-god are 
translated. 

Reprinted from the American Anthropologist of July, 1899, is an 
account of "The End of the Natchez." Mr. Mooney devotes him- 
self especially to the history of the tribe subsequent to the year 
1730, when they were broken and dispersed by the French. Perhaps 
twenty individuals belonging to this tribe survive, all living in the 
Indian Territory with the Creeks. 

In the P)vceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, Vol. XIII, 
1900, is published a paper by Mr. Lucien Carr upon "The Mas- 
coutins." The history and even the identity of this tribe has been 



